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ment here." 3fr. Johnson replied, "and
I believe, furthermore, the city should
have a city charter that \>ould he a
model for the rest of the country."

Mr. Bailey to Push Bill.
Representative BaiLey of Pennsylvania,a membep of the District committee,introduced early in the session a

local self-government bill, and will
push it. Representative Austin of
Tennessee introdnrprl « -ir*in*
tion to amend the Constitution so as
to give the District the representation
in Congress of a state. This bill is be-
fore the committee on the election of
the President, Vice-President and representativesin Congress,
"The trouble has been," said RepresentativeJohnson, "th,nt some one alwayshas introduce^ some such bill, |but somehow or other no one haspushed them har *t enough." <in the appropriations committee. Rep- iresentative P-^e hopes that the forth-
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coming appropriation bill may be
framed along the lines of the commit*
tee report.
There is a chance that If the legislationframed on the report is not enactedby the time the appropriation bill

finally is passed, the rule# committee
may be asked to grant a special1 rule
by which the matter may be placed in
the appropriation bill. That is being
talked of. Between the two committees
something definite will be done, it is
believed.

Senators Expect Action.
That the recommendations of the

joint select committee of Congress doingaway with the half-and-half plan
of appropriating for the District and
substituting an indeterminate plan of
contribution by the government will be
enacted into law was the opinion expressedby members of the Senate in a
Position to judge of the situation.
The fact that the report of the joint

Select committee is unanimous; that it
was made after long hearings, and that
it offers a plan to end the wrangling
which has taken place for several years
between the Senate and House over the
method of appropriating for the Districtwere reasons advanced for the beliefthaft the law would be changed.

It is expected, however, that the first
iiftirmative action on the question will be
taken by the House.

Citizens' Contentions Upheld.
"The report of the committee is no

vindication of the position of any congressmanwho sought to abolish the
lialf-and-half," was the declaration tolayby Representative Rainey of 1111ioise,secretary of the joint select comnittee.
"In fact, the report takes absolutely

the opposite stand. It establishes the
Maim that the United States should
'ontribute to the support of the Districtof Columbia. It upholds the contentionof the citizens' committee in
learly every respect. It was framed to
-'oster a national pride in the National
Capital.
"We could not find justification for
ontinuing a fixed proportion of conributionfrom the federal Treasury;
md to tell the truth, I do not believe it
vould have been wise to attempt to
lut anything like that through the
Mouse. The way I view the proposal,
t will take out of the debates on Disrictmatters all the demagoguery that
las characterized them in the past at
ertain times.
"So many congressmen go home and

ell their people that they voted against
his half-and-half plan and make poiticalcapital out of it.

Plan to Fix Tax Bate.
"I believe, and I may incorporate my
ueas in a. um, mat every year me cenusbureau should take an average of
our cities comparable in size to Washngtonand determine the amount of
noney raised in each for public pur>oses,this to include the state, mulicipaland school taxes.
"Then the Commissioners should
trike an average out of that, and with
valuation on property at full figures,
rrange the tax rate accordingly, and
aise the required amount. After that
he government should contribute its
hare.
"There is nothing In the claim that
his report wipes out government conribution.
It is expressly the opposite. However,
think it will take away all the bickringsand quarrels over how much

he United States should pay toward
emoving ashes, etc., in Washington.
5o much of the debate on District matershas been of the character that
iurrounds the annual comedy on mileigeand garden seeds, that hereafter I
lope that it will allow broad and contructivestatesmanship to have a
thance.'*
Senator Chilton of West Virginia, chairnanof the joint select committee, said

le thought the unanimous report should
>ear weight with Congress and that he
;xpected its recommendation would hp
nacted into law.
No Special Act Really Needed.
"No special act really is needed," he

aid. "The change in the plan of making
tpproprianions for the District can be
arried in the District bill.
"However, if it should seem advisable,
may draw up a bill embodying the

ecommendations of the committee, so
is to make them as permanent as posible.
"I think that the adoption of the plan;uggested by the committer will be a

freat help, that it will in the end relucetaa.es in the District and yet make
greater provisions for the capital; that
t will blow away a lot of the chaffvhich has obscured the real situation
n recent years."
Senator John Walter Smith of Maryand.chairman of the District commit;eeof the Senate, who always hasstrongly supported the half-and-halfplan in the past, today said he did notvish to discuss the report until he hadlad further opportunity to study it.

Mr. Gallinger Reserves Comment.
Senator Gallinger of New rfampshire,
or many years chairman of the Disrictcommittee while the republicans
vere in control of the committee, and a
tanch supporter of the existing law,
aid he did not wish to criticise the
eport of the joint select committee, or
o make any comments upon it until
le had been able to analyze the full
eport.
"I regret, however," he said, "that the
oint yedect committee failed to report
or a fixed ratio of the expenses ofhe capital to be borne by the federal
,'overnrr.ent. There always is the dangerthat some >ngress, owing to the
date of the national Treasury, may benclined to let the amount raised byaxation in the District run the local
government The government, however,should pay its share of the capial'sexpenses, I always have conended."
The feeling seems to exist that the>roposed new plan of caring for thedistrict will have to be tried out,nd if it is fouttd wanting, the law will
tave to be changed again.

U. S. to Eo More, Not Less.
Reports that members of the House

i-ho have contended in the past that
he taxation tn the District was too
ow and that the federal government
hould pay much less of the expenses
if the District than under the half-andlalfplan, are now contending that the
oint select cammitteehj report vindiatestheir attitude, caaised some comnentby the Senate members of the
oint committee.
Senator Chilton said that on the conrarythe report showed that the citizensof the District are taxed as high

is the citizens of ether cities similar
n size to Washington. Instead of proposingthat the government do less for
;he District than It has in the past, he
said that the report proposes that the
JUTVIMM'VUI. V4V»

No Safeguard for District
in Joint Committee's Plan,

Is Mr. Macfarland's View
No safeguard whatever for the citizens

>f the District, no assurance that Congresswill appropriate for the government'sJust share of the expenses of the
National Capital, is contained in the plan
recommenaea Dy tn.e Joint select committeeof Congress on the fiscal relations betweenthe United States and the District,according to a statement issued
today by Henry B. F. Macfarland, as
chairman of the Joint citizens* committee
which contended for the retention of the
half-and-half plan. Mr. Macfarland said:
"it is, of course, regrettable that the

joint committee did not recommend the
continuance of the half-and-half plan,
since without such definite proportionthere can be no assurance .that the nationwijl contribute regularly as much as
the District taxpayers, or aa much as
the capital needs.

Bonded Debt Payments.
"The principle Is recognized by the

committee in its provision for a continuanceof the payment of the bonded debt
on the 'half-and-half plan. Otherwise
the bondholders would have no certainty
of payment beyond the amount of the
yield of the District taxation.
"The logic of all other statements of

the report except those about the lialf'
and-hftlf' pup is that a- definite proportionin Appropriations should be
maintaihedi So as to insure steady and
adequate progress. for all the rest ol
the report is practically what we maintainedbefore the joint committee. 11
is Very gratifying that tbe joint committeeadopts our contention that we
are not under-assessed or under-taxed,
but sufficiently assessed and sufficientlytaxed. Its report completely
answers the misleading statements as
to our assessment and taxation which
furnished the chief argument for the
abolition of the *half-and-lialF plar
in the last Congress. I* is equally
gratifying that the joint committee
recommends that Congress, in making
appropriations, should treat this .is the
nation's city, and also that Congress
should treat it as an integral whole,
since national and local interests arc
so interwoven that the respective benefitscannot be apportioned.

Rejection Approved.
"It is gratifying that the proposition

to cover the District taxes into the
national Treasury as miscellaneous
"eceipts of the government was rejected,and that the joint committee
recommends that District tax money
be treated as a trust fund for strlctlj
District expenses.
"In fact, the whole report with the

one exception of that portion dealing
with the half-and-half plan, which
seems incongruous, is admirable from
our point of view, since it adopts every
point we made in our brief and in our

arguments except that appropriations
for expenses should be made in a
definite proportion.
"I feel that the labors of the joint

citizens' committee were well worth
all the time and effort they cost."

PAN-AMERICAN PARK
IN WASHINGTON URGED

Proposed as Permanent Memorial of
Present Movement for

Closer Eelations.

To the Editor of The Star:
This pan-Ameijican meeting in Washingtonhas called forth sentiments havinga deep significance for the future

of the western hemisphere. What enduring,physical token of this sentimentis to be created, commemorating
this meeting at which the idea of panAmericansolidarity was first formally
announced by those authorized to speak
for our country? Something should be
established at Washington to serve for
all time as a proof of our earnest adherenceto the great idea of mutual
help and defense of all the Americas
and as a medium of interchange of
thought and commerce, and show that
we of the north are heart and soul in
this high enterprise. That Washingtonis the site for such a commemorativeachievement goes without argument.
For years the idea has been set forth

in your columns and in various other
papers that our government should set
aside a liberal reservation in or near
Washington for a pan-American park,
wherein our sister nations to the south
can erect and maintain such buildings
and permanent exhibits as will best illustratetheir respective achievements
and resources. The sites should b
leased to them on long time and at a

nominal sum, only sufficient to keep ui
the grounds, and they should do th*
rest. This would be a fraternal act
never to be forgotten by our sistei
republics, and would draw us and keer
us close together as nothing else could
fostering educational, commercial anc

amicable personal relations in a mos1
stimulating and beneficial manner tc
all participants.

I renew this suggestion, and hop*
that Congress will see fit at this sessionto take advantage of the opportunityto do something to immortaliz*
and visualize the pan-American idea.
The consuls of Latin America in this

city have formulated plans for a permanentexhibit of samples of merchandiseand general products of theii
respective countries in New York. Tin
consul general of Honduras, Dr. Camillt
Diaz, is now in San Francisco arrangingfor the transfer of South Americar
exhibits from the late Panama-Pacifl<
exposition to this "ity for permanen
exhibition purposes. It is said that am
D1L1UUH JJKUta "vv.. <M»uv M/ m.

consuls and their co-workers in th<
enterprise to make it the largest per
manejit exposition in existence.
The proposed collection of samples

here may serve as the nucleus of tin
later and much greater permanent ex

position at Washington, where it really
belongs, and where it eventually mus
come, if the necessary preliminary
work is done at the Capital city. Th«
writer has been assured, personally, by
one of the leading diplomats of Soutl
America that if the project of a per
manent pan-American exposition foi
Washington is put forward by influen
tial men of our own country the Latii
Americans will take it up in earnes
and do their part. The time seems t<
have arrived for some thoughtful an<

powerful representative of our natioz
to take up and push this idea so tha
our sisters of fhe south may have t
cnance to join hands with us in estab
lishing what must prove to be the mos
lasting and effective link of union be
tween the two grand divisions of th(
western hemisphere.

LINDSAY S. PERKINS.

WAR OFFICIALLY REPORTED
GERMAN STATEMENT.

BERLIN, January 7, via London, 2:31
pjn.:

Western theater: There is nothing t<
report.

Eastern theater: The Russian detach
ment which yesterday took posses
sion of a churchyard to the north o
Czartorvsk was driven out during
the night.

Balkan theater: Tho situation Is un
changed.

AUSTRIAN STATEMENT.
VIENNA, January 6, via London, January71
Russian theater of war: On the eas

Galicia and Bessarabian fronts th<
activity has slackened considerably
The enemy has kept our position
under sporadic artillery fire, but hi
infantry has nowhere attacked. Alon*
the remaining portions dt the north
eastern front there hav^been no im
portant events.

Italian theater of war: In the coasta
district the enemy artillery fire a
some points has again increased
North of Dolje our troops again re
pulsed repeated attacks, and thui
maintained the captured position. Ii
the Tyrolean frontier district ther<
have been vigorous artillery encoun
ters in the Buckenstein and Rivadls
tricts.

Southeastern theater of war: North o
Derane (Montenegro) and west o
Rozaj the attack of our troops of th<
army of Gen. von Koevess is pro
ceeaing favorably.

In the Bocchedicat-Tara sector therhasbeen some artillery activity oi
both sides during the last few daysOtherwise the situation is unchanged

TURKISH STATEMENT.
COSyTiWiTI^Ol'LE, January 6s
Th« morning of January 4 there was

fairly heavy artillery .duel at th
Dardanelles, as well as bomb throw
ing. The enemy directed his fin
principally against our center am
right wing. A hostile cruiser and ai
armored ship participated.

In the afternoon an armored ship am
a monitor vigorously bombarded th
same positions and inflicted dam&giof no great Importance on a smalportion of our trenches. Our artil
lery replied energetically and bom
barded effectively the landing place
at Keddul Bahr and Teke Burnu, a
well as a concentration of troopiOne of our shots struck the hostlt
cruiser, which ceased firing.

January 3 our Anatolian batteries bom
barded the landing places at Seddul
Bahr and Teke Burnu with consid
erable effect.

Q\i» at Ari Burnu (evacuated b;
*

i

I

the allies) has been increased to '<

2,000 cases of hand grenades, a field 3
kitchen and a quantity of ammunitionfor artillery. *

I
BELGIAN STATEMENT. «

t
PARIS, January 7t I
The following official statement was J

issued last night by the Belgian war j
office: i

Artillery fighting has been very active, i

; especially in the regions of Dixmude, a

Noordschoote and Steenstraete. Our Jbatteries are successfully opposing
> the enemy's bomb throwers in action Jin the region of Poesele. a

BRITISH STATEMENT. {
LONDON, January 7 s

In addition to the raid on the aerodromeat Douai, another raid was
carried out Wednesday by eleven of
our machines against a stores depot
«X L lve CAIH. A

Yesterday morning: one of our patrols
dispersed a party of Germans just
north of the Somme with hand gre- jnades.,

The artillery activity on both sides
yesterday was principally confined c

to the areas east of Armentieres and *
southeast and northeast of Ypres. $
MONTENEGRIN STATEMENT. |

PARIS, January 7t i
The Montenegrin official report of Jan- J
uary 5 as received here says: %

On the 3d, on the eastern front, there c

were lively artillery and infantry t
combats. All the enemy's attempts 8

were repulsed. On the 4th, on the
northern front, there was an artillery p
duel. t

On our Sanjak front the Austrians at- 8

tacked from all directions, but were Jjeverywhere repulsed. On the other 1
fronts there were feeble artillery Jduels. 1

c

ITALIAN STATEMENT. c
E

ROME, January 6, via London, Janu- c

ary 7. «

Our hardy patrols, gaining a foothold t
on the mountain ridges which as- t
cend from the Astico to Luzerna, ^
have damaged the enemy's redoubts

g
and shelters. e

In the Fella valley our heavy artillery j
has destroyed near Malborgcth works 1whichthe enemy was completing.
The works included artillery im-
Hiaucmciiio. w

On the Tolmino bridgehead repeated e

enemy attempts to approach our
lines were speedily repulsed. There
has been a lively artillery duel from
Plava to the sea.

There have been numerous incursions 0

by enemy aviators in the valley of
Lagarlna and on the heights of the t

Isonzo, which were accompanied in *

many places by bomb throwing. No
damage resulted.

RUSSIAN STATEMENT. .

PETROGRAD, January 6b via London, t

January 7t i

From the Gulf of Riga to the Pripet t

river, at various points, there have *

been infantry firing and artillery i

duels and reconnoissances. In the 1

Riga region at many places the Ger- J
mans are using expanding bullets.

Our troops occupied the cemetery at ]
Czartorysk and, driving out the en- <

emy, made further progress. I
On the Stripa front and northeast of i
Czernowitz our troops have estab- |
lished themselves in the enemy posi-
tions that they captured. Every at- .

tempt to take the offensive in the
region of Bojana was repulsed by our
fire.

There is no change in the situation on
the Caucasus front.

FRENCH STATEMENT.
PARIS, January 7.
Nothing of importance occurred last

night, the war office announced this
afternoon.

Yesterday's French official communica-
tions read:

T« pAiariutri wo o*ur»r»o«cfill"!v nn n non a H p.ri
r the defensive organizations bf the
i enemy, particularly in the regions of
> Steenstraete, Hetsas and Boesinghe.

In Artois our batteries dropped proijectiles on the railway station of
j Bysleux, on the hill south of Arras,
t during the passage of a train.
. In Champagne, in the course of an in5tense bombardment by our artillery
> on the German trenches to the north

of the Navarin farm, we destroyed all
the material of attack by gases, sev3eral reservoirs being blown up.

> In the course of the night there was

I slight activity on the part of the arTtillery. In Artois, in the neighborthood of the road to Lille, the enemy
exploded a mine, but was not able to

, occupy the excavation.
r Between the Oise and the Aisne we

took under fire enemy patrols and
workmen engaged in repairing the
trenches.

In Champagne the bombardment car"
ried out yesterday by our batteries

t at divers points on the enemy's front
was particularly effective to the west

; of the Maison de Champagne, where
J the German trenches were filled in.

i LIMITS HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS.

Senator Works Introduces Bill to
. Amend Existing Act. '

Senator Works of California today
introduced a bill to amend the act
regulating: the height of buildings. It
provides that no building in the residencestreets or avenues shall exceed
seventy feet In height at the highest

5 point of the roof or parapet: nor shall
it exceed the width of the street on

3 which it abuts, less ten feet, but In the
case of buildings on streets from sixty

. to sixty-five feet wide the maximum
height may be sixty feet, and on a

t street or avenue sixty feet wide or less
' the maximum height may be equal to
5 the width of the street.

The bill was referred to the District
committee.

THE RISE OF GASOLINE
t

By Frederic J. Haskin.
3

B
, The. price of gasoline has suddenly
. leaped into prominence as a national

problem. Motorists are paying twice
as much for a gallon as they did a

1 year ago. The federal trade commistsion may be called upon to investigate
or elae a congressional committee will
probe the situation. Experts of the oil

1 companies say they would not be sur2prised if the price went to 35 cents in
the near future. The reason for the J
rise is apparently shrouded in mys(tery. A dozen theories are advanced,

f and meantime the man with the auto
e or gas engine continues to pay the bill.

The cost of gasoline affects the whole
e country to an extent that few people
i realize. The day when the auto was a
i. rich man's toy is long past. The

motors of the United States have
passed the 2,000,000 mark by several
hutadred thousand-*.in other words,
about 10,000,000 people make daily use

a. of them In some form or other. The
e grocer delivers cabbages in an auto
- truck, the farmer plows with an auto
R tractor. Besides the motor cars there
i are almost a million gasoline engines
* in the country, driving the belts of a

j thousand industries, pumping water in
e the barren plains of the west, sawing
e wood, bf&ling hay, thrashing grain. Any
1 change in the price of gasoline fuel is
. reflected in every one of a hundred dif_ferent quarters.
8 Why is the price of gasoline rising,
a despite enormous production? Is it bei.cause the administration has proposed
e a revenue tax of 1 cent a gallon on

gasoline and the oil men want to show
the country that the industry cannot

- carry it? Or Is it due to the storage of
- millions of barrels of erude oil by the

interests that control its distribution?
y Both of these explanations have been

idvanced, but a close scrutiny of the
'acts hardly bears them out.
The situation may be summed up by
laying that conditions justify higher
friced gasoline, but the rise came
ooner and pushed the price higher
han was absolutely necessary. The
>roducers saw the increase coming, and
ipparently forestalled it a little. The
act that they stored their crude oil
n anticipation of better prices was in
tself a factor that brought those prices
ip. Thus in Oklahoma there are to lay
bout 80,000,000 barrels of oil in surface
r pipe line storage. Much of this canlotbe bought from the holder* at any
>rice. speaking in reason. They are
:onfldent that the market will go up
md they will not sell. The withdrawal
>f great stocks of crude oil, such as
hese necessarily forces the price up.

* *
The Appalachian oil fields, where the

>est grades of petroleum flow, have
also probably

^reducers' Tendency an immense
m tt i i mi . i reserve stock,To Hold Their Stock. thoui?tl th e

lolders are not giving out any figures.
:t is no more than natural that these
companies should hold up their oil
vhen the price goes up as it has from
11.35 for Pennsylvania crude in August
o $2.15 for the same grade in Decem>er.The point worth no-ting is that
n any industry, the raw material of
vhich comes from a relatively small
lumber of sources any general advancein price is always greater than
conditions seem to warrant, because
he tendency of producers to hold their
tock for a further rise quickly brills
>n a shortage.
Far-sighted oil men anticipated the
iresent increase by an observation of
hree main factors. The first and most
itriking of these is the fraraense increasein foreign demand for gasoline.
?he European war might be described
s a battle of motors. Countless motor
rucks, converted omnibuses, touring
cars, racing cars and a host of spe:iallybuilt vehicles form the vital
neans of transportation and communicationon both sides. The fleets of
eropla-nes and Zeppelins consume immensequantities of gasoline, though
he allied blockade has forced German*,
o develop several substitutes. As U
world's leading gasoline producer, t\u
.'nited States feels the effect of tJ ii«
tate of things in a greatly increa^et
xport business. The exports * av<
umped from an annual hundred mil
ion gallons before the war to a 0 gun
etween three and four hundred, miliongallons a year today. Theste lattei
gures represent from 30 to 4 o pei
ent of our total production, an<7. alon*
xplain quite a rise in price.

*
* *

The normal domestic deman/l for gaslinealso increases at a 'surprising
rate, ias we ad J

Jigr Falling: Off in daily to oui
*
.. 2,225,4)00 autoFlowof Gasoline. mobiles> ou,

00,000 internal combustion «engines anc
>ur 300,000 motor boats. Each weeb
he domestic consumption of gasolint
s approximately 50,000 gallons groate]
han it was the week before. Sutfh in
:reased demand at a time of shortage
s quite a factor in raising prices
hough under ordinary conditions i
night only stimulate the sey.rch fo;
lew wells.
The third cause of the current higl

irice, and perhaps the most importan
>f all, is the falling off in the flow o

;asoline-bearing crude oil. This facto
s likely to be overlooked, because thi
let production of crude oil for the yea
L915 is estimated by th«e geological sur
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vey to be slightly greater than even fch
the record-breaking output of 1914. All i,o
crude oil is not alike, however. From to
some of it a high percentage of gaso- rai
line can be extracted, and from other in
grades practically none. The 267,000.- wn
000 barrels of oil produoed in 1915 have at#
considerably less gaso!ine-Hearing crude i

j oil in them than the 265,000,000 barrels
oi 1*1*.

, a ,fneThe most sensational development ir. an
the 1915 oil business was the rise ana
decline of the Cushim? pool in Okl*.
homa. At its best Cushing flowed dr.i)y
300.000 barrels of high-grade crud»., Qn
rich in gasoline. Cushing alone was (largely responsible for the low-|j/.-iced
gasoline obtainable in the first /bonths es

of 1915. Now. however, the fl,c.w has
fallen off rapidly, and Oklahoma js }>e_ -p.ing explored in all her cor ^ers for a ^

successor to the Cushing Down
in Carter county they ha developed
the so-called Healdton r ^.ol until it is gafast taking the place of Oushing so far ! i«,
as mere quantity goes

f the Healdtonoil is not as good /% source of gasolineas was the Cu /qjng. This same be
objection appli s to, many of the new mi
strikes, both in t Ae West and in the m;gulf region. The are fuel oils rather
than gasoline oi\s pu

* fe
* *

HSo statistic^ Gf crude production are
likely to be, misleading as an ind,?x to

the gasoline
Statistic^ Likely Situation. The
m -v -mm-- , present highTo i5e Misleading. price . maln.

ly dne to a falling off in the flow of a

gasoline-bearing crude, to the immenseforeign demand created by the
lZuropean war and to the steady increasein domestic consumption. It is
iiiu.1 uvi'; lu uuiiuai ctunuimt causes,

: though the rise itself was, perhaps,
; both quicker and higher than those
causes suffice to explain. The countryhas to make the best of it, however,fo?n there is little prospect of immediate
re/ief. But there are several factors
w'nich promise to solve the problem in
t/.ie end.
Promising new strikes have been

made in northern Wyoming. The oil
obtained from these new wells is of a
grade that yields a good proportion of

4 gasoline, and if the field holds up unfder development it may do much to re-
e lieve the scarcity. A continuation of
2 the same pools apparently extends into
5 Montana, for similar strikes have been
j made just over the Montana line, note;worthy as the first instances whereI Montana has produced oil in commer5cial quantities.

The high price of gasoline has enrcouraged prospecting for new pools all1 over the country. Several so-called
j wild-cat borings wells drilled on
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